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156 VOTES Axo PROCEEDINGS, Mavy 1768.

- Sobu Ridout, and Walter Dulany, Efqrs. from the Upper Houfe, and Mr. Upton Stort, Clerk
of the Council, came into the Stadt-Houfe, in whofe Prefence the atorefaid Delegates took the
feveral Oaths to the Government, required by Law ; fubfcribed the Oath of Atjuation, repeated
and figned the Teft. |

Benedié® Calverty, und Fobn Ridout, Efgrs. from the Upper Houfe, acquaint the Members of
this Houfe, that the Governor requires their Attendance in the Upper Houfe.

The Members of the Lower Houfe went to the Upper Houfe. His Excellency required them
to return to the Lower Houfe, and chufe a Speaker. They returned, and unanimoufly made
Choiccof ROBERT LLOYD, Efg; a Delegate recurned for ueen-Anne’s County, to
be their Speaker, and placed him in the Chair.

Mr. Thomas I?inggold, and Fames Hollyday, were fent to acquaint the Governor, that this Houfe
hath made Choice of a Speaker. o

Benediét Calvert, and Daniel Dulany, Efqrs. from the Upper Houfe, acquaint the Members of
this Houfe, that the Governor requires their Attendance in the Upper Houfe, to prefent their
Speaker, :

pT he Members of the Lower Houfe went to the Upper Houfe, and prefented to the Governor.
RoserT LLovp, Efqg; as their Speaker. His Excellency approved their Choice, and made the

following SPEECH :

« GENTLEMEN of the Upper and Lower Houfes of ASS EMBLY,

¢ IN CE the laft Seffion of Aflembly, I have received Letters from Sir ?illiam fohnfom,
6 his Majefty’s Superintendant of fndian Affairs in this Diftfi&t of North- America, relative
¢ to a Reprefentation which had been made to him, on Behalf of the Maryland Indians, {fome -
¢ of whom, are, it feems, defirous to remove to Otfinings, and to be incorporated with the Six
< Nations, if they may be permitted to difpofe of the Lands, which, by #he ji.egiﬂal;urc: of this
¢ Province, were heretofore appropriated to the Ufe.of thefe Peopley Anceftors.
¢« Together with Sir William’s Letters, 1 fhall communicate to you a Petition,, that hath becfi
¢ prefented to me, by feveral of thofe Indians, alio the fulleft Information 1have been able to
« get, concerning their Number, and the Lands they occupy or claim, fosthat you may be the
¢¢ better able to judge what Compenfation it will be reafonable to give them for theig Rights,
¢ fhould you think lg'nt to repeal the Laws, by which they are at prefent reftrained from felling
¢ the Lands they poflefs. o -
¢ As the Perfon who is authorifed by Sir #lliam Febnfon, as well as by the. Ty, to aét
¢ for them, on this Occafion} will wait here, for the refult of your Deliberationsijgituit re-
¢ commend this Bufinefs, in the firft Place, to your Confideration.
<« GENTLEMEN, ® | -
¢« The fhuent Difputes, and g.var Cuutution, occafioned in this Province, by the Lofs«of
<« Boundaries, and the Variation of the Compafs, are Matters well worthy your Notice:
«¢ Some Remedy, for fo great an Evil, is indifputably wanting; but it might perhaps be diffi-
<« cult to point out one adequate and unexceptionable : That a juft and equitable Regard may
¢ be fhewn to the Rights of all concerned, the utmoft Caution and Forefignt, as well as the
¢ ftrickeft Impartiality, are requifite.
¢ The Defe@s of our prefent Road-Laws, are obvious and ftriking : You muft be {enfible
¢ what great Advantages would arife to the Community, from the Public Roads 'being made
< more dire®, and kept conftantly in good Repair ; I hope, therefore, you will take this M3t~

¢« ter likewife into Confideration. . . .
<« T muft alfo obferve to you, Gentlemen, that an acclrate Review of the Criminal Laws,

<« made, or introduced here, feems to be highly expedient: When it becomes a Queftion,
% whether a Law is in Force, or not, a Tendernefs towards Convicted Perfons, thcy may not
¢« feem to deferve, ufually takes Placey and, by that Circumftance, Encouragement is piobably
<¢ oiven to the Commiffion of Crimes. Let, therefore, fome Criterion be eftablifhed, fo plain
«¢ and explicit, for determining what Ctiminal Laws are in Force here, that all Doubts, on

<¢ this Head, may in future bé prevented.
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<« GENTLEMEN of both Houfes,
<«¢ The Proofs, I have, on all Qccafions, endeavoured to give, of my Defire to promote the
¢« Welfare and Happinefs of the PedMle, over whom I have the Honour to prefide, make it, I
¢ hope, unneceflary for me, now, to aflure you, that you will always find me ready to concur
¢ with you, in every proper Meafure you can propofe for the Public Good.”

Mr. Speaker (with the reft of the Members) returned to the Lower Houfe, and refumed the

Chair.
The Houfe adjourns till To- Morrow Morning 1X o> Clack.
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